Your Southern California regional
rideshare newsletter for ETCs is undergoing
some big changes. Starting with the
July/August issue, we will no longer be called
CommuteSmart News—plus we'll have a
whole new look, additional features and an
easier-to-navigate format.
The change is to go along with the move
of rideshare information from
CommuteSmart.info (which is being phased
out) to the go511.com, IE511.org and
individual county transportation sites.
The newsletter will continue to be emailed to you every other month, along with a special 1page commuter edition (sent monthly) with rideshare news you can pass on directly to your
employees.
Look for an email in the coming weeks with more information.

May is Bike Month, and your Southland rideshare
agencies are hosting activities, especially during Bike
Week May 12-18. The excitement includes rallies,
guided rides, bicycling "pit stops," free rides on
transit, prize drawings and more—all designed to
get your employees out of their cars and onto two
wheels. Full story»

• National Train Day in Southern
California—May 3
• Dump the Pump Day—June 19
• Workshops, network meetings &
briefings
More Events »

Los Angeles Union
Station turns 75 on
May 3, and the
celebration goes on
all month long. Get
the scoop on events
including train tours,
art walks, movie
screenings & more.
Full story»

• You have until May 5 to nominate your rideshare
program for a Diamond Award
• 5 fun facts about the new sbX
• World's longest carpool lane to open this month... and
it's right here in Southern California
• OCTA's one-stop shop for all things digital

The new sbX express bus service—ride
free through May 2.

Want to see more employees bike to work? Now is the
perfect time to promote bicycle commuting at your worksite
because it’s Bike Month! Your Southland rideshare agencies
are hosting activities—especially during Bike Week May 1218—that include rallies, guided rides, bicycling “pit stops,” free
rides on transit, prize drawings and more.
Biking is a great way to get fit and save money, and it’s
more accessible than ever before. Metro Rail and Metrolink
allow bikes onboard. Nearly all buses now have bike
racks—which means cycling isn’t limited to only the very fit or
the “five-miles-or-closer-to-the-office” crowd.
Here’s what’s happening...

Bike to Work Day

Thousands of commuters will get to work on two wheels in celebration of
Bike to Work Day on Thursday, May 15.
“Bike to Work Day is an
opportunity for people who’ve
been thinking about bicycle
commuting to put that idea
into action,” says Metro’s
Paula Carvajal. Along the
way, riders will have a
chance to visit any of more
than 100 pit stops where they
can rest, refresh, and get
snacks and giveaways.
When they make the
pledge to ride on Bike to
Work Day—whether all the way to work or as far as a nearby transit stop or
Park & Ride—they can qualify to win prizes such as bicycles and bike gear.
Participants who do bike and
then catch a bus or train can
ride free on Metro and Metrolink
as well as many municipal lines
(check with your local provider).
Cyclists need only to show a
bike or bike helmet as their
“ticket” to ride that day.
Also on Bike to Work Day,
OCTA will hold a morning 3-mile
bike rally and ride through Old
Town to Orange.
For pit stop locations, online pledge forms and more information:
In Los Angeles County—metro.net/bikes/bike-week/(info) and
metro.net/bikes/bike-week/bw-pledge-form/(pledge form)
In Orange County—octa.net/bikemonth
In Ventura County—goventura.org

Get Workers to Join in on Bike to Work Day
We need you…to show your support for Bike to
Work Day at your worksite. Some ideas:
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

Hold an event,whether a raffle, contest,
group ride or greeting cyclists as they
arrive with snacks and applause.
Promote Bike to Work Day through email
announcements and forwarding links to the
online pledge forms and prize drawings.
Suggest a transit/bike mix as an alternative
to biking all the way to open up cycling to
more workers.
Recruit your current riders to serve as
ambassadors and/or bike buddies to ride
alongside more inexperienced bike
commuters.
Help employees find safe, flat bike routes.
(Don’t know how? Suggest
MapMyRide.com or the bike feature on
Google maps or in Ventura County,
download the bikeways app at
goventura.org).
Make sure bicyclists are included in any
rideshare perks your worksite
offers—and/or sign up for incentives from
your county rideshare agencies.
Provide riders with a place to wash up and
stow bikes at the office.

More Bike Week/Month Events...
In Los Angeles County
●

●
●
●
●
●

●
●
●

May 3—Guided, family-friendly 6-mile bike tour of street murals, part of the
Union Station 75th anniversary celebration and National Train Day
May 10—"Old Roots, New Routes" group ride in Temple City
May 10—Prepare for Bike Week at a “Fix Your Bike Workshop”
May 12—Metro Bike Week LA Kick-Off at Union Station
May 12-18—“Bike Local” to get discounts at participating merchants
May 13—Blessing of the Bicycles, bike check and presentation of the Golden
Spokes Award at Good Samaritan Hospital
May 14—Guided Ride Day
May 15—Bike to Work Day in LA
May 16—Metro Bike Night at Union Station with special guests, live music,
food trucks, bike valet, bike short films, trivia, bike portraits and fashion shows

For information on these and other Bike Week LA events and resources,
visit metro.net/bikes/bike-week/.

In Orange County
●

●

●

●

●

May 4—Angels Game Day Ride and tailgate party with free food
and a bike valet, Santa Ana River Bike Trail to Anaheim Stadium
May 7—Bike rally, Blessing of the Bicycles, prize drawings and a
ride from Santa Ana Metrolink station to City Hall
May 15—Bike rally and 3-mile ride through Old Town Orange to
celebrate Bike to Work Day
May 21—Ride of Silence will begin in North America and roll
across the globe in a silent procession to honor cyclists who have
been killed or injured; meet-up locations at Irvine City Hall and San
Clemente North Beach
May 24—Bike Safety Camp in Irvine’s Pavilion Park

For information on these and other Bike Month events and resources,
visit octa.net/bikemonth

In Ventura County

Pit stops with refreshments, prize drawings, goodies and free bike tuneups run throughout Bike Week:
●
●
●
●
●

Off-Beat Bike Resources
OCTA
BikeShare
BikeShare
allows you to
check out a bike
for short
commutes and
errands—or for
longer if you
choose. For a
nominal fee, you
can check out,
ride and return bikes from kiosks located in key
areas in Fullerton; OCTA will expand this
program in the next two years to 15 stations.
octa.net/bikeshare
LA “Bike Trains”
People bike to work together in a group along a
select route with a lead cyclist who serves as
conductor to make bicycle commuting a more fun
and trouble-free experience.
labiketrains.com
Metrolink Bike Cars
While bikes are allowed on all Metrolink trains,
Bike Cars can hold 18 bikes and are identified by
a yellow “Bike Car” decal on the side of the train
or bike train wrap.

May 12—Pit Stop, City of Filmore, 7-9 a.m.
May 13—Pit Stop, City of Oxnard, 7-9 a.m.
May 14—Pit Stop, Cal State Channel Islands, 7-9 a.m.
May 15—Pit Stop, City of Ventura, 6-9 a.m. (Bike to Work Day)
May 16—Pit Stop, City of Thousand Oaks, 7-9 a.m.

For information on these and other Bike Week events and resources, visit goventura.org.

You have until May 5 to nominate your rideshare program for a Diamond Award

Is your rideshare program so good it stops traffic? We want to hear about it!
Nominations are being accepted until May 5 for the Diamond Awards, which honor
outstanding rideshare programs in Los Angeles, Orange and Ventura counties.
“Promoting ridesharing at the worksite can sometimes feel like a thankless
task. These awards are a chance to show our appreciation to ETCs for the
important work they do,” says Alan Holmes with Ventura County Transportation
Commission, one of the event’s sponsors.
New categories this year: 1) Innovator Awards for creative ideas large and small for running or marketing a rideshare program and, 2)
Ambassador Awards, highlighting the achievements of commuters who help spread the rideshare word
To apply:
Los Angeles: Diamond Award nomination form or Ambassador's Award nomination form
Orange County: Nomination form
Ventura County: Nomination form
Winners will be invited to attend a luncheon on May 29 at the historic Fred Harvey room in Union Station..

5 fun facts about the new sbX

The newly-launched sbX in San Bernardino is the first-of-its-kind express bus service in
the Inland Empire, spanning 15.7 miles between the cities of San Bernardino and Loma Linda.
A few things to know:
1. sbX buses breeze past traffic thanks to dedicated bus lanes and the ability for each bus to
send a signal at intersections to extend a green light or cause it to turn green earlier.
2. It runs 6 a.m.-8:45 p.m. Monday through Friday (every 10 minutes peak hours; 15 minutes
off-peak).
3. Free Wi-Fi and power outlets are available on board.
4. sbX accepts the same fares and passes as Omnitrans local route service.
5. Buses include four interior bike racks.
Find out more at estreet-sbx.com and omnitrans.org.

World’s longest carpool lane to open this month… here in Southern
California

The freeway improvement project that brought us Carmageddon and Jamzilla is
about to bring Southern Californians something quite different: the opening of the
longest stretch of carpool lane in the world.
The five-year I-405 Sepulveda Pass project is expected to be completed this year.
In addition to new ramps and widened overpasses, improvements include a 10-mile
carpool lane that runs between the 10 and 101 Freeways. Once that’s open to
ridesharing motorists, they’ll be able to travel along the 405, from Orange County to
the San Fernando Valley and North County area.

OCTA’s one-stop shop for all things digital

Orange County Transportation Authority’s new Go Digital webpage is a one-stop shop for the
40% of OCTA riders who use their smartphones to access bus information. Customers can now
easily find digital tools that include text alerts, ebusbook, trip planning, mobile apps, social media
and the Text4Next service that lets riders know bus arrival times.
The Go Digital webpage is at octa.net/Bus-Transit/Digital-Tools/.

Los Angeles Union Station turns 75 on May 3, and the celebration goes on
all-month long. Union Station is the largest railroad passenger terminal in the
Western United States, with 70,000 people passing through daily.
It’s the hub for Metrolink, with lines coming in from the Antelope Valley and
Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino and Ventura counties.
Three Metro Rail lines serve Union Station: the Red Line (from North
Hollywood), the Purple Line (Wilshire/Western) and Gold Line
(Pasadena/East LA).
With an adjacent transit plaza for buses, as well as bike amenities and Park
& Ride facilities ($6 a day), it’s as vibrant today as it was 75 years ago.
Here, we take a look at what’s happening at the historic station serving
Southern California since 1939...

75th Anniversary Celebration & National Train Day, May 3

Join Metro, in partnership with National Train Day, Amtrak and Metrolink, on
Saturday, May 3, 10 a.m. – 4 p.m., to celebrate the station’s 75th anniversary.
In addition to train tours, model train displays, kid-friendly activities, live music and
docent-supported architectural tours, the day includes:
●

●

●

Guided bike tour of street murals throughout neighboring artist
communities, 11 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.; ride begins and ends at Union Station;
Free rides on Metrolink to the historic Glendale Southern Pacific Railroad
Station,
Discounts at area eateries when you show your TAP card.

For more about the anniversary celebration and train day, go to metro.net.

...And More Union Station Events in May
●

●

Metro Art Moves You tours—Docent led tours cover the art
and architecture in Union Station, see schedule at
metro.net/about/union-station (choose “events”).
Screening of The Harvey Girls: Opportunity Bound , May
31, 8-10 p.m. in Union Station’s Fred Harvey Room. This
documentary is free (first come-first served) and includes a Q &
A with the director.

Union Station—a Historical Perspective

Widely regarded as “the last of the great train stations,” in 1980, it was
entered into the National Registry of Historic Places. To find out more…
●

●

●

A new Metro Moves Union Station video celebrates the 75th
anniversary with a lively look at the station’s illustrious
history—including its star-studded past, its impact on culture
and even a peek at the future.
The Source is running a series of posts highlighting special
moments in the station’s past, including a customer who was
there on opening day in 1939, a peek at the Harvey House
restaurant (made famous by the Judy Garland 1946 movie The
Harvey Girls) and others, thesource.metro.net.
Podcast: Filming Over the Years at Union Station
Union Station is quite the versatile filming location, playing parts
ranging from, yes, a train station, to a bank, a police station, a dance
club and more.

Union Station in Pop Culture –
a Quiz
1) Union Station is a popular filming location for TV,
movies and commercials. Which one of these
movies was not filmed at Union Station? (Answers
at bottom of page.)
a. Catch Me If You Can
b. Planes, Trains and Automobiles
c. The Way We Were
d. Silver Streak
e. The Dark Knight Rises
f. Pearl Harbor
g. Speed
2) What LA neighborhood used to be where Union
Station now stands?
3) What Chaka Khan music video was shot in Union
Station in 1984?
4) What Cecil B. DeMille 1939 Western movie filmed
on the very first railcar to leave Union Station on
opening day?
Answers: 1) b, 2) Chinatown, 3) Through the Fire,
4) Union Pacific

COMMUTESMART NEWS
EVENTS

NETWORK MEETINGS

Editor/Writer: Jill Smolinski
Art Director: Harlan West

May is Clean Air Month, sponsored by
American Lung Association, 1.800.LUNGUSA,
californialung.org.

Glendale TMA meets regularly; call
818.543.7641.

For subscription information or to
change your COMMUTESMART
NEWS e-mail address, contact your
representative at the rideshare office
nearest you.

Inland Empire Commuter Services offers biMay is also National Employee Health and
annual meetings for ETCs in the Inland Empire ;
Fitness Month, a chance to extol the benefits of call 1.866.IECS4HELP.
biking/walking to work, physicalfitness.org.
Orange County Network meets regularly; email
sharetheride@octa.net
Pasadena TMA meets every other month; call
John Miranda at 818.354.7433.
Santa Monica ETC Network meets regularly;
call 310.458.8956.
South Bay/Westside TMA meets monthly;
contact Christina Corrales at 310.642.0066, email
christina_corrales@equityoffice.com

National Train Day celebration at Union
Station is May 3 and will ring in the station’s 75th
year with train tours, model train displays, kidTorrance Transportation Network meets
friendly activities, a guided bike ride, music and
regularly; call Kim Fuentes at 310.784.7902.
local restaurant discounts, metro.net.
Warner Center TMO meets monthly; call
818.716.5520.

TRAINING
Bike to Work Day in Southern California is May
15, part of Bike Month and Bike Week May 1218.
Rideshare Diamond Awards, which honor
outstanding rideshare programs in Los Angeles,
Orange and Ventura counties, will be held May
29 at the historic Union Station. Deadline to
submit a nomination is May 5.
World Environment Day, a
United Nations-sponsored day
to raise awareness of
environmental issues
worldwide, is June 5,
unep.org/wed.
Inland Empire Commuter Services marketing
certificate workshop will be June 17, 8:3011:30 a.m. at the Ontario Doubletree Hotel. For
more information or to RSVP, call
1.866.IECS4HELP.
Dump the Pump Day is June 19; get free
marketing materials at apta.com; for events in
Orange County, visit octa.net.

Metro Rideshare upcoming briefings—where
Los Angeles area employers can learn about the
transportation survey process and services
Metro has to offer—are May 21, 9:30–11:30 a.m.
and June 18, 1-3 p.m. at Metro offices in
downtown Los Angeles. To reserve your space,
email garciama@metro.net. For the full 2014
briefing schedule, click here.
South Coast Air Quality Management District
(AQMD) offers one-day ETC training for $163.97.
Upcoming sessions are May 7 in Colton, May 21
and June 26 at AQMD offices in Diamond Bar
and June 11 at LAX. Contact the AQMD's training
program at etctraining@aqmd.gov or visit
aqmd.gov.

Metro Rideshare
One Gateway Plaza
MS 99-19-06
Los Angeles, CA 90012-2952
Business: 213.922.2811
OCTA Share the Ride Programs
550 S. Main St.,
Orange, CA 92868
Mailing address:
PO Box 14184
Orange, CA 92863
Business: 714.560.5329
Ventura County
Transportation Commission
950 County Square Dr., Ste. 207
Ventura, CA 93003
Business: 805.642.1591, ext. 119
CommuterServices@goventura.org
Inland Empire
Commuter Services
7355 Magnolia Ave.
Riverside, CA 92504
Business: 1.866.IECS4HELP
(1.866.432.7443)
Commuter Information
511
Go511.com
IE511.org
CommuteSmart.info
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